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ONE OF THE MOST TIME-CONSUMING TASKS OF THE FARMER OVER 
THE CENTURIES HAS BEEN HARVESTING HAY TO FEED HIS LIVESTOCK 
DURING COLD-WEATHER MONTHS. 8UT A LOT OF CHANGES HAVE TAKEN 
PLACE IN HAY HARVESTING METHODS, AND THEY'RE DESCRIBED NOW BY 
AGRICULTURE SPECIALIST, ROD TURNBULL IN KANSAS CITY. 

VOICE: 

A MOTORIST DRIVING THE RURAL ROADS IN AMERICA IN SUMMER 
AND AUTUMN MAY BE STARTLED TO SEE HUGE BALES OF HAY STANDING 
IN THE FIELOS. THESE BALES OF HAY WEIGH AS MUCH AS ONE TON, 
SOME ARE ROUND, FAT CYLINDERS; SOME LOOK LIKE SMALL MOUNDS OF 
HAY. THE SIGHT OF THESE HUGE BALES OF HAY IS AN INDICATION 
OF ANOTHER TRANSFORMATION It! HAY-HARVESTING IN THE UNITED 
STATES, JUST ONE MORE STEP TOWARD MECHANI ZATION AND 
ELIMINATION OF HAND LABOR, 

THE HISTORY OF HARVESTING HAY IN THIS COUNTRY PROBABLY 
FOLLOWS THE SAME PATTERN AS IN MANY NATIONS OF THE WORLD. 
ONCE, PERHAPS 150 YEARS AGO, THE FAPMER HAD TO CUT HAY WITH A 
SCYTHE, RAKE IT INTO PILES W!TH A HAND-RAKE, AND THEN PITCH 
THE PILES OF HAY ONTO WAGONS TO BE HAULED TO THE BARNS, 
OBVIOUSLY, UNDER THESE CIRCUMSTANCES, NOT MUCH HAY WAS CUT 
AND STORED. 

ABOUT 100 YEARS AGO, THE FIRST HORSE-DRAVIN MOWS AND 
HORSE=-PULLED RAKES MADE THEIR APPEARANCE IN AMERICA. THIS 
TOOK SOME OF THE DRUDGERY OUT OF THE HAY HARVEST, BUT THE 
FARMER STILL HAD TO RAKE THE HAY INTO WINDROWS CLONG, 


PARALLEL ROWS OF CUT HAY), AND WITH THE PITCH-FORK MAKE THE 
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WINDROWS INTO HAY-COCKS (SMALL PILES). THEN THE COCKS HAD 
TO BE FORKED ONTO THE WAGONS. AT THE BARN, IT WAS NECESSARY 
TO FORK THE HAY FROM THE WAGON INTO THE HAY-LOFT CFOR 
STORAGE). ALL THIS WAS HAND LABOR, 

THE NEXT IMPROVEMENT INCLUDED RAKES WHICH WOULD PUT THE 
NEWLY-CUT HAY INTO WINDROWS, AND THIS WAS FOLLOWED BY LOADERS 
WHICH WOULD PUT THE HAY FROM THE WINDROWS ONTO WAGONS. AT THE 
BARN, FORK-LIFTS PULLED BY HORSES WOULD LIFT THE HAY FROM 
THE WAGON INTO THE HAY-LOFT. ALSO ABOUT 100 YEARS AGO, 

RATHER CLUMSY STATIONARY HAY BALERS WERE PUT INTO USE WHICH 
WOULD COMPRESS THE HAY INTO SQUARE BLOCKS WHICH WERE EASIER 
TO PUT ONTO WAGONS AND “!HICH COULD ACTUALLY BE SHIPPED IN 
FREIGHT CARS ON RAILROADS, 

IN MORE RECENT YEARS, ONE IMPROVEMENT AFTER ANOTHER HAS 
BEEN MADE, SO THAT NOW IT IS POSSIBLE FOR MEN WITH TRACTORS 10 
CUT THE HAY, RAKE IT AND FOLLOW THAT WITH THE BALER WHICH WILL 
PICK UP THE HAY FROM THE WINDPOW, MAKE IT INTO A BALE AND THEN 
ACTUALLY EITHER TOSS THE BALE ONTO A WAGON OR PUT IT ON A 
CONVEYOR BELT WHICH WILL PUT IT INTO THE WAGON, 

Nov, WE'VE COME TO THE MACHINES THAT MAKE THE BIG BALES 
WHICH WEIGH ANYWHERE FROM HALF A TON UP TO ONE TON. ONE 
MAN DRIVING A TRACTOR PULLING ONE OF THESE BALING MACHINES 
CAN DO THE HARVESTING BY HIMSELF. THESE BIG BALES ARE ROLLED, 
AND ARE SO SHAPED THAT THEY WILL SHED RAIN AND SNOW. THIS 
MEANS THAT THEY CAN, IF NECESSARY, BE LEFT IN THE FIELDS 
WHERE THE CATTLE CAN HAVE ACCESS TO THEM IN THE WINTER, 
ANOTHER POSSIBILITY IS THAT USING TRACTORS EQUIPPED WITH POWER 
LIFTS, THE BALES CAN BE LOADED ONTO TRUCKS AND HAULED TO 


FEEDLOTS WHERE THE FARMER PLANS TO FEED HIS CATTLE IN THE WINTER. 


BACKGROUNDER NO. 1-0532 PAGE 3 

SOME FARMERS PUT THE BIG BALES IN LONG ROWS IN THE FIELD WHERE 
THE CATTLE ARE TO BE WINTERED, BY USE OF TEMPORARY FENCES, 
THE FARMER ALLOWS THE CATTLE TO GRAZE FROM ONLY ONE OR TWO 
BALES AT A TIME SO THAT THEY ARE ALL USED EQUALLY. 

IT IS SIGNIFICANT THAT HARVESTING HAY THIS WAY IS 
DESCRIBED AS A ONE-MAN HAYING SYSTEM, WITH THE PROPER 
MACHINES, ONE MAN CAN HARVEST HAY IN THE SUMMER, AND PUT IT 
WHERE HE WANTS IT FOR HIS CATTLE IN THE WINTER, ACTUALLY, 
WITH SOME OF THESE BIG MACHINES, ONE MAN CAN PUT UP FROM 
300 TO 509 TONS OF HAY EACH YEAR. 
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